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Mission Statement 
 

First Lutheran Church … 

Hearing, Living, and  
Sharing God’s Word 

Together 



Dear Friends in Christ, 

Rituals can be such an important part of daily life.  They help us to order our days.  
According to my dictionary, a ritual is “any method of doing something in which the 
details are always faithfully repeated.”  Most of us have our morning rituals, routines that 
include things like taking a shower, eating breakfast, making our bed, brushing our teeth, 
combing our hair, etc.  If we oversleep some morning and have to skip a step or two of our 
morning ritual to get out the door on time, we may feel out of sorts all day long.      

Even our dog Sophie likes ritual in her life.  When she wakes up in the morning, the first 
thing she wants to do is go outside.  Once she comes in, she runs over to the kitchen 
cupboard and looks up.  She knows exactly where we keep our treats and she expects one.  
Every day.  Without fail.  When we have eaten our evening meal and I am doing the 
dishes, she stays close by, watching my every move.  She has come to expect that when I 
am done clanging the pots and pans, she and I will go on our evening walk.  If I am longer 
than usual in the kitchen or if I stop to put a load of laundry in the washing machine first, 
she starts whimpering, reminding me that it is “our time” and I better pay attention to it. 

So rituals are important … for people and for pets.  And perhaps most importantly, rituals 
are important for our children.  I remember when I first became a parent.  One of my co-
workers encouraged me to be faithful in establishing a bedtime ritual for my daughter.  
She talked of the importance of a set bedtime each night (something I failed at miserably), 
and then taking the time to quiet her down by reading bedtime stories, tucking her in bed, 
saying prayers, and then kissing her goodnight.  My friend told me my daughter would 
look forward to this nightly ritual and take great comfort in it.  And she did. 

I have thought a lot about rituals in these last days of summer.  I’ve heard more than one 
parent say, “I’m glad school has started.  It is good to be back in a routine.”  I feel the 
same way.  As much as I enjoy summer and a more relaxed schedule, I too am ready for a 
more set routine in my life. 

If you haven’t already established some spiritual rituals with your children, I want to 
encourage you to do that this fall … rituals that will mean something to your children, not 
only today, but as they grow older.  Do you pray at meals with your children?  Do you 
pray with them at bedtime?  If not, why don’t you begin now?  Do you set aside time with 
your children at night to read with them or to them?  If not, why not begin doing that?  The 
church has provided your children with Bibles at various points in their lives.  Have you 
read them?  Have your children read them?  It not, why not begin now? 

The third commandment in scripture reminds us, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.”  Children will learn to keep the Sabbath holy if their parents lead by example. 
Children will learn the importance of setting aside a day to worship and rest if their parents 
teach them.  Children will have the opportunity to grow in their faith if their parents take 
them to Sunday School and teach them the stories of the Bible, stories of real people, just 
like you and me.  They will be blessed by the rituals of faith formation if we lead by 
example. 

It is never too late to begin some rituals in your family life.  I’m sure you will discover, as 
I have, that they bring comfort, joy, and a deepening of faith for children and for us all. 

God’s blessings,    
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“From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
the name of the Lord is to be praised.” 

Psalm 113:3 



Congratulations to George Jaros and 
Julie Zaborac on the birth of their son, 
Samuel Joseph Jaros, born on July 27 
and to Kurt and Kristina Oland on 
the birth of their son, Luke Darrel, born 
on August 6. Luke’s proud 
grandparents are Darrel and Barbara 
Henson.  We also celebrate with Brad 
and Danica Johnson on the birth of 
their daughter, Emery Elizabeth, born 
on August 17.  Her proud grandparents 
are Jim and Lois Johnson. 

Our congratulations to Scott Meier and 
Bridget Callahan who were married at 
their home on Sunday, August 16. 

Our sympathy is extended to Jesse and 
Doris Cole and their family at the death 
of their son, Curtis Cole, who passed 
away on July 31; to Lynn and Linda 
Levine and their family at the death of 
her mother, Harriet Walker, who passed 
away on August 9; to Ron and Jan 
Setchell and their family at the death of 
their daughter-in-law Christina, who 
passed away on August 15; and to the 
family of Rosemary Lane who passed 
away on August 22.  Cards may be sent 
to her husband, Richard, at 11630 Glen 
Arm Road, Apt. U11, Glen Arm, MD  
21057. May God comfort those who 
mourn. 

Congratulations to Robert and Norma 
Johnson on the celebration of their 56th 
wedding anniversary on September 4 
and to Brad and Jane Manning on 
their 63rd anniversary on September 21. 

Please remember the following people 
in your prayers: Jane Fay, Don 
Johnson, Bertil and Marian Larson, 
Barbara Lindus, Perry Larsen, 
Rodney Lothson, Ken Pumfrey, Al 
Ritzman, Pat Smith, Ruth Smith, Pat 
Tuecke,  Emmett  & Dorothy 
Youngren, and Nancy Abrams (sister 
of Debra Burgin). 

Special Thanks 
Members of the Youth Group who 
attended the ELCA Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans in July would like to thank 
you — the congregation — for the 
support given to them for their trip and 
for the very touching blessing given to 
them before they left.  God continues to 
bless the Youth Ministry through each of 
you.  Praise God! 

Youth who attended the event were: 
Mitch and Zach Aase, Megan and 
Rachel Barber, Nicole Billips, Danny 
Engstrom, Nicole Fisher, Katie 
Heminway, Kate Metzler, Naomi 
Morphis, Liz Peregrine, Aaron and 
Bailey Russell, and Hillary Taylor.  
Adult chaperones are Diane Gomez, 
John Metzler, Sue Russell, and Youth 
Director Liz Botts. 

Dear Friends, 

My sincere thanks to members of First 
Lutheran for the big surprise birthday 
party you had for me on August 9.  I will 
not soon forget how you honored me for 
my 80th birthday. Special thanks to Gerry 
and Linda Sanderson, Al and Debbie 
Fisher, Bill and Mary Colvin, and Jan 
Setchell for hosting, serving, and 
cleaning up.  In my 80 years on this earth 
it was the biggest birthday card and 
birthday cake I have ever seen.  Thanks 
for all the signatures and kind words. 

  God bless you all, 
  Howard Jacobson 

Garage Sale Update 
A very BIG thank you to everyone who 
helped and/or donated items to the garage 
sale held here on May 9.  The grand total 
that we gave to the Building Fund was 
$2,826.59. That amount included $300.00 
from Thrivent and $416.12 from E-bay 
sales.   
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Calling all junior high 
parents!  Is your son or 
daughter interested in 
attending the Wisconsin 
Dells Youth Quake in 
February?  Would you be 
willing to serve at coffee 
hour on September 13?  I 
need parents who are 
willing to either pick up 
Panera or bake treats and 
parents who are willing to 
serve during coffee hour 
as well as clean up.  This 
is a great way to 
fundraise to help off-set 
costs of the trip.  If you 
can help, please let me 
know ASAP.  You can 
either call or text me at 
815-793-1530 or email 
me at liz_botts@yahoo. 
com 

W i t h 
f a l l 
f ina l ly 
here we 
a r e 
going to celebrate by 
going apple picking at 
Honey Hill  Apple 
Orchard! 

The Junior High Youth 
Group will go apple 
picking on Sunday, 
September 20, from 2:00 
- 4:00 PM.  We will meet 
at First Lutheran at 2:00 

and return at 4:00.  Sign 
up is required with me by 
September 14.  You can 
either call or text me at 
815-793-1530 or email 
me at liz_botts@yahoo. 
com.  Please bring $5.00 
to help offset costs of 
apples, cider, and donuts. 

The Senior High Youth 
Group will go apple 
picking on Saturday, 
September 26, from 2:00 
- 4:00 PM.  We will meet 
at First Lutheran at 2:00 
and return by 4:00.  Sign 
up is required with me by 
September 18.  Please 
bring $5.00 to help offset 
costs of apples, cider, and 
donuts. 

Senior High Cross Walk 
(formerly known as 
Sunday School or Senior 
High Forum) will begin 
on Sunday September 13 
from 10:20 - 11:20 AM.  
We will be doing 
introductions using the 
Comfy Chair on the 13th.  
S t a r t i n g  S u n d a y ,  
September 20, we will 
take a look at hunger 
issues. 

Sr. High 
Meal and a 
Message 

Fall Meal and a Message 
will include the following 
during the month of 
September: 

September 2: devotion 

based on Hebrews 13:5 
and our service project 
will be baking cookies for 
local fire fighters.  We 
will walk the cookies 
down to the closest fire 
house on Pine Street at 
the end of the evening. 

September 9: devotion 
based on Ephesians 6:6 
and our game night 
games will include an 
improv game called 
Question/Answer and the 
card game Spoons. 

September 16: devotion 
based on Proverbs 15:32 
and our movie will be 
Fiddler on the Roof. 

September 23: devotion 
based on Matthew 6:19-
20 and we will finish our 
movie and have a 
discussion about the faith 
issues presented. 

September 30: devotion 
based on Proverbs 13:3 
and we will have a free 
night. 

Shoe Boxes 
Needed 

Shoe boxes are needed 
f o r  a  s p e c i a l 
congregational project 
that we are planning to 
do this fall for 
Operation Christmas 
Child. More information 
will follow in next 
month’s newsletter. 
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Faith Trek” Kickoff 
(AKA Confirmation)  

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly …”                      Colossians 3:16 

An orientation for all Seventh and 
Eighth Grade students AND their 
parents will be held on Wednesday 
evening, September 9, from 6:30 – 7:30 
PM in the Social Hall.  Pastor Marilyn 
will introduce the Faith Trek 
curriculum which will be an overview 
of both the Old and New Testaments.   
Pastor Roy will talk about our exciting 
new plans for Club 7~8,  the group for 
Junior Highers that will meet on 
Sunday mornings from 10:20 – 11:20 
AM.  And, Liz Botts, our Youth 
Director, will tell about all the 
awesome activities she has planned for 
our youth this fall. 
Faith Trek begins on Wednesday, 
September 16, from 6:00 – 7:30 PM 
upstairs in Classroom B.  A meal 
precedes class each week and is served 
at 5:30 PM.  The cost is only $2.00 per 
student.  All are welcome; however it is 
helpful if students call the Church 
Office by Tuesday noon if they are 

planning to attend the meal. 

If you know of any junior higher who 
does not have a church home, please 
invite them to attend First Lutheran’s 
Faith Trek and Club 7~8. 

Ninth Grade 
Confirmation Retreat 

A retreat for all 
Ninth Graders who 
will be confirmed 
this fall will be held 
in the Social Hall on 
Sunday, September 
13, from 1:00 – 5:00 
PM.  The day will 
include team building activities, 
discussion of the promises made at 
Confirmation, completion of a Spiritual 
Gifts Inventory, the writing of a faith 
statement, and the designing of 
Confirmation stoles.  The retreat will be 
led by Liz Botts, our Youth Director 
and Pastors Hanson and Nelson. 

Ninth Graders will make their public 
affirmation of faith on Sunday, 
September 27, during the 9:00 AM 
worship service. 

Mission Gatherings 
Mark your calendars and plan to attend this year’s Northern Illinois Synod 
Mission Gatherings which will be held in each conference this fall.  Mission 
Gatherings are excellent annual events of the synod which give lay and rostered 
people a chance to come together with Bishop Wollersheim to talk about an 
important topic.  This year’s Mission Gatherings focus on The Book of Faith.   

The Northeast Conference gathering will take place at Salem Lutheran Church 
in Sycamore on Thursday, September 17.  Registration begins at 6:30 PM with 
programming beginning at 7:00 PM.   

Christian educators, Cross Walk teachers, council members, and other 
congregational leaders and members are encouraged to attend these informative 
presentations.   
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Choir Picnic 
All past, 
current and 
future choir 
m e m b e r s 
are invited 
to the Choir 
Kickoff Picnic.  This feast of 
food and fellowship will 
take place on Thursday, 
September 3, at 6:15 PM at 
the home of Karen and 
Dick Sjolund, 205 N. Elm 
Street in Waterman.  Please 
bring a dish to share.  Table 
service and drinks will be 
provided.  To help prepare, 
please contact Karen at 815-
264-3566 or the Church 
Office ASAP.  We hope to 
see you there! 

The Adult Choir and the 
Handbell Choir will both 
resume on Thursday, 
September 10.  The 
Handbell Choir will begin at 
6:15 PM and the Adult Choir 
will meet at 7:30 PM. 

Come One, Come All  
and Let's SING!!!!! 

 
 
 
 

The Adult Choir could use your talent and 
we encourage you to join us for a 
new members’ choir rehearsal on  

Thursday,  September 10, at 7:30 PM  
in the Music Room. 

 

We will learn a simple anthem to sing on 
Sunday, September 13, for Rally Sunday. 

We will also sing through anthems for 
upcoming services. 

 

If you can’t join us on Thursday night,  
you are invited to rehearse with us  
on Sunday mornings at 8:00 AM  

in the Music Room.   
 

We look forward to singing with you! 
 

Join the Adult Choir  
for special music on  

Rally Sunday! 

 

Bridgebuilders Alert 
Our Church needs volunteers to help with the Action Plan as presented on Sunday, 
August 16. The time is here now for the congregation as a group and individuals to 
be part of this Action Plan. Please find an issue, a goal, or a task that interests you 
and ask what you can do to help. We welcome all volunteers interested in working to 
meet the goals we have set for our congregation. 

Please direct questions to  me at 815-756-4737 or pletheby1021 
@yahoo.com.  God Bless us all and guide us to help each other. 

Paul M. Letheby 
General Coordinator Bridgebuilder Process 
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Caregivers Support Group 
Do you care for a family 
member or friend? Do you 
need support and ideas to 
help you?  Do you have 
ideas to share that work for 
you?  If you do, then 
please join us on 
Wednesday, September 23, from 6:15 - 
7:30 PM in the Community Room.  
Limited respite services will be available 
for this meeting so you can attend. A short 
program will be presented with the 
remaining time open for sharing. 

Possible topics for future meetings 
include: Traveling with a Senior, Visiting 
the Doctor, Do You Have an Emergency 
Kit?, and What to Do in Bad Weather. 

Mark the date on your calendars and call 
the Church Office, 815-758-0643, if you 
are interested.  All are welcome. 

Thrivent Update 
The Thrivent Build with the DeKalb 
County Habitat for Humanity is coming 
along nicely. In fact, we might even 
finish ahead of schedule! Windows are in 
and siding has been started. There is still 
an opportunity to swing a hammer or 
contribute toward the workers' lunch on 
October 3. We are also still welcoming 
contributions toward our $1,000 share of 
the building cost. The thirteen area 
Lutheran churches are responsible for 
only 10% of the total cost, with Thrivent 
and Habitat picking up the rest. Where 
else can you give a dollar and have it 
matched by $9.00 from someone else? 

News from Love INC 
(by Nathan Scott, Exec. Dir.) 

The Love INC Clearinghouse 
volunteers were encouraged recently 
when we received a call from a client 

who has been talking frequently to one 
of our intake specialists, a member in a 
partner church.  The client had some 
needs that Love INC was able to assist 
with, but most importantly, she was 
blessed by the supportive contact from 
Erica, the volunteer.  The client called 
to say that as a result of our influence, 
support, and encouragement, she 
realized that she needed to take steps to 
change some things in her life.  She 
thanked us for making a difference and 
providing some positive direction for 
her. What an encouragement that was to 
hear. We rejoice in the victory that God 
gave this woman in being empowered to 
make some life changes for herself and 
her children.   

From the establishment of our first gap 
ministry with diapers to the continuous 
collection of furniture needs for homes, 
we continue to grow in the work God 
has called the body of Christ to do in 
providing for those in need.  With over 
525 volunteer hours in July we were 
able to meet over 100 needs and we had 
a 93% rate of needs being honored.  
This cannot be done without the  
volunteers in the body of Christ.  We 
thank you for your various forms of 
partnership.   

Hope Haven Needs 
Volunteers 

The Hope Haven chart for volunteers is 
posted on the bulletin board outside the 
Library.  There are still several openings 
for volunteers.  Volunteers are asked to 
help provide a portion of the meal (main 
dish; vegetable or salad; or dessert and 
milk).  First Lutheran is responsible for 
the second Wednesday of the month. If 
you are interested in helping, contact 
Carrie Engstrom at 758-2588 or sign 
up today!   
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News Flash! 
It was wonderful to have Randy and 
Carol Stubbs and their children, Megan, 
Marissa and Nathan with us on Sunday, 
August 23.  First Lutheran has had a long
-term relationship with the Stubbs family 
as Randy and Carol served on our music 
staff for many years.   Although they are 
now serving as ELCA missionaries in 
Tanzania, Africa, our relationship with 

them continues.  At the August Church 
Council meeting, we took action to enter a formal covenantal relationship with 
them during their continued years of service on the mission field.  As we join in 
this covenant, we commit to both give and receive from each other through prayer, 
communication, and financial gifts. 

The council designated that the loose offering from worship on August 23 would 
be given toward sponsorship for the Stubbs family.  That offering totaled 
$1,410.45.  In addition, a concert was held at the church in the afternoon, featuring 
Devon Hollingsworth and Mark Mackeben playing the Hinners organ and the 
Stubbs family sharing their musical talents through singing and instrumental 
music.  An offering of $2,729.00 was collected at the concert and has been 
designated by the Stubbs family for famine relief for our companion congregation, 
the Ketumbeine parish in Tanzania.  

Thanks to all of you who have offered support as we embark on this covenantal 
relationship with the Stubbs family. 

 

Highlights of the August Council Meeting 

 Heard an updated Bridgebuilding report by Paul 
Letheby, Ben Bayle, and Christine Myroth, 
members of the Action Planning Team. 

 Heard an extensive financial report from Bill 
Sanders, our church treasurer. 

 Approved entering into a formal covenantal 
relationship with Randy and Carol Stubbs, ELCA 
Missionaries in Tanzania, Africa and authorized that the loose offering taken on 
Sunday, August 23 will be for the support of their mission work. 

 Approved the purchase of six computers, two LCD projectors, two DVD 
players, a wireless network router, and shelving for the Art Room with 
undesignated memorial money.  Purchases will be used for our Cross Walk 
Rotational Sunday School which begins on September 13. 
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Calling All Women … 
Looking for a Bible study to nurture and 
strengthen your faith?  If so, consider 
checking out “Prelude,” a Bible study 
geared especially for women.  Beginning 
in September, we will study the book of 
Romans and we will meet on the second 
and fourth Thursday mornings of each 
month at 9:00 AM.  The Bible study is 
held in Classroom A, coffee and goodies 
are always served, and newcomers are 
always welcome.  Check us out! 

Women’s Night Out! 
Monthly informal fellowship dinners for 
women in our congregation (as well as 
friends who wish to join us) will resume 
on Tuesday, September 22, at 6:00 PM at 
the Hillside Restaurant on North Second 
Street in downtown DeKalb.   

These dinners are based on the simple 
concept that we just want to get together 
on occasion for fellowship with our 
sisters in Christ.  No one has to cook, no 
one has to dress up, no one has to 
develop a business agenda.  We just 
show up, have dinner (dutch treat), and 
enjoy each other's company.  Whether 
it's a group of two or 20, it will be a fun 
night!  Women of all ages are invited 
and will be welcomed with open arms.  
Please call the Church Office by noon 
on the 22nd if you plan to attend. 

Naomi Circle to Meet 
Naomi Circle will meet on Thursday, 
September 3, at 2:00 PM in the Social 
Hall.  Nathan Scott will present the 
program on Love INC.  Charlotte 
Bross and Bev Wrigley will serve as 
hostesses. All women of the 
congregation and their friends are 
invited. 

Needlework Group 
Join us on the last Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 PM to get your projects 
completed (or started!).  Come share 
your needlework — counted cross-stitch, 
knitting, crocheting, quilting, etc.  
Lessons are given to help you get started, 
too.  We’re a social group of all ages and 
dessert is always served.  Please join us; 
mark the date on your calendar. 

The Book Discussion 
Group will meet next on 
Monday, September 14, 
at 12:00 NOON in the 
Community Room to 
discuss  Father and Son: 
Finding Freedom by 
Walt Wangarin and his son Matthew. 

All those attending are invited to bring a 
sack lunch and join in the discussion. 

WELCA Annual 
Convention 

Have you registered for the Women of 
the ELCA 21st Annual Convention to be 
held on September 19 at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Dixon?  Since First 
Lutheran, yes us, is hosting the 22nd 

Annual Convention next September it 
would be good for a large delegation to 
go so that we can dream and plan.  
Registration forms are on the bulletin 
board outside the Social Hall.  Sharon 
Wadle is registered and would love 
having fellow riders. 

There is also a special Friday Night 
Program with the musical group Spirit's 
Harmony at 7:00 PM.  Since it isn't far to 
Dixon … 

 

Book Discussion 
Group Meets in July  
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Get connected … with MOPS!  

Registration for our MOPS group has 
begun for the fall semester. MOPS is 
designed to nurture EVERY mother 
with children from infancy through 
kindergarten to the glory of God. 
Members come from all walks of life, 
but share one desire: to be great moms! 

Our group meets every other Monday 
from September through May. Our 
meetings are from 9:00 - 11:00 AM. 
Each meeting is a variation of speakers, 
discussion topics, crafts (that we get to 
start and finish without any 
interruptions and with no mess to clean 
up!), service projects, games, time to get 
to know one another.  

The theme this 
year is “Together 
on Planet Mom.” 
Some of the topics 
we are planning 
for the coming 
year  inc lude : 

Getting to Know You, Teaching Our 
Children about Stranger Danger, Taking 
Photos of Their World, Giving Your 
Kids Some Culture, Cooking, Having 
Patience with Our Kids, Energizing Fun 
and Getting a Few Things Done!, 
Annual Pampering Day, New Years 
Resolutions, Marriage Popcorn 
Questions, What Not to Wear, Annual 
MOP Swap and Babysitting Tips, 
Men’s Panel, How to Protect Your Skin, 
Car Seat Safety and Clean Out, Easy 
DIY Home Repairs, Tea and Testimony, 
and Mommy & Me Picnic at the Park. 

Registration is required and is now 
open, with fees of $40 per semester 
for Mom and a small $10 Moppets fee 
per mom per semester for moms who 
bring their children.  

If you are interested in joining our 
group, or if you know of a mother of 
preschoolers who would like to connect 
with other moms, contact Sara 
Moorman  a t  MOPSofDeKalb 
@yahoo.com or call the Church Office 
at 815-758-0643. 

What is MOPS? MOPS (Mothers of 
Preschoolers) is an international 
organization for all moms of infants to 
kindergartners (pregnant mommies, 
too!)  MOPS provides an opportunity to 
meet other moms in the area and enjoy 
the  journey  of  motherhood 
together!  MOPS of DeKalb is a group 
of 20-25 women who meet on a regular 
basis to socialize, share struggles, laugh, 
and learn how to become better 
mommies. Our meetings start in 
THREE WEEKS (September 21)! 

Read any good books lately? ... We've 
got a captive audience! Put on your 
softest clothes for snuggling, and come 
support this ministry serving mothers of 
young children. You can make a 
difference! MOPS seeks to help mothers 
of newborns through kindergarten 
experience God’s love. Free and loving 
childcare is a critical part of this 
ministry. Do you have a heart for 
children and a desire to be an 
encouragement to a mother who 
desperately needs it? Can you give four 
- five hours of your time in October? 
(First Lutheran is responsible for 
childcare only in October — Oct 5 and 
19.)  If the answer is YES, please 
contact Sara at 815-981-4520 or email 
MOPSofDeKalb@yahoo.com. 
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 Feed the NIU Students 

Lutheran Campus Ministry will resume 
weekly Wednesday evening worship 
services for NIU students in September at 
9:00 PM. Prior to worship, students meet 
for fellowship and to share a meal at 8:00 
PM.  Once again, the LCM Board is 
asking support from area ELCA 
congregations for these meals each week. 

First Lutheran Church is scheduled to 
serve on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month.  We are looking for individuals 
willing to make the meal.  There is no set 
menu and several people may join 
together to provide the meal.  Ideas would 
include sloppy joes, chips, fruit, and 
dessert; a cheese and cracker tray and 
veggies and dip; or a $30 donation to 
order pizza, etc. Attendance at LCM 
Wednesday night worship varies from 15 
- 25 students. 

We are looking for someone to coordinate 
a list of those willing to help provide the 
meals.  Please contact the Church Office, 
758-0643, if you can serve our students 
with food donations or by coordinating 
the list.  A chart will soon be available on 
the bulletin board outside the Library for 
your convenience.  Sign up today!  Thank 
you in advance for providing this service 
for the NIU students. 

Did You Know ... 
This month there is no column that asks 
the question, “Did You Know”.  

Instead I have some information that I 
wish to include in our archives.     Today 
in our worship room, doors lead to the 
right and left hand sides up in the front.  
Back in our second church, built in 
1889, this was the area where two Bible 
verses were presented to the 
congregation, one over each door. 

On the left wall facing the congregation 
was a small section of First Corinthians, 
Chapter 1, Verse 23: “We preach to 
them (Christians) the cross-bound 
Christ.”   On the right hand wall we 
read, “In no other is our Salvation”, 
Acts, Chapter 4, Verse 12.  

Churches continue to change, don’t 
they?  Our own Augustana Synod started 
in 1860 with just a handful of small 
communities like Andover, Illinois.  In 
Sweden, in the same year, it was 
announced that members of the Lutheran 
Church could now freely renounce their 
membership with the State Church of 
Sweden without recriminations. 

On January 1, 2000, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Sweden brought to a 
close its historic relationship with what 
had been the State Church of Sweden, 
which had been established ever since 
the Reformation, over 400 years ago. 

Corinne Johnson 

Famine Relief for Tanzania 
Randy Stubbs brought to our attention that the famine in the Ketumbeine Parish area 
of Tanzania is in its second year.  Children are only able to get something to eat once 
every two days, goats have stopped producing milk, and cattle are dying!  We can 
help!  We are emphasizing hunger relief this fall, with a focus on Tanzanian famine 
relief.  Please join us in sharing out of our abundance for the good of others. 
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Attendance Figures for July 2009 

   1. Grace Johnson 
 Michelle Scheri 
   2. Jared Hardenbergh 
 William Todtz 
   4. Kate Metzler 
 Barbara Yamber 
   5. Scott Foelske 
 Eric Lawler 
   6. Allison Lawler 
 Matt Schmidt 
   7. Caroline Peregrine 
 Scott Wiltberger 
   9. Jeff Willey 
 11. Brody Hamel 
 12. David Gommel 
 Lacey Hamel 
 13. Noelle Kerschke 
 Jane Manning 
 Grant Motsinger 
  Leah Scheri 
 Robert Skabo 
 
 

  15. Verina Anderson 
 Sharon Wadle 
 Craig Williams 
 16. Nikki Burdick 
 Donald Franzene 
 Cody Varga 
 17. Carri Hart 
 Nathan Hart 
  Shelly Peterson 
 Zachery Wallin 
  Ashley Wilke 
18. Kyla Rader 
 Beverly Wrigley 
 19. Penny Jensen 
 Joshua Looney 
 Denise Rode 
 Patti Salazar 
 Dorothy Thorsen 
 20. Jacob Baker 
 Kermit Nordeen 
 
 
 

 21. Cynthia Baumgart 
 Heidi Faivre 
 Rob Kerschke 
 22. Roy Peregrine 
 Paula Rolland 
 23. Donald Kieso 
 Marla Wallin 
 24. Velma Chamberlain 
 Lindsay Freeland 
 Kristine Wilke 
 25. Brian Willey 
 27. John Feyerharm 
 Randy Neumann 
 Haley Wilke 
 28. Vivian Courtney 
 Adam Massier 
 Morgan Nelson 
 Jacob Riley Wadle 
 29. Scott Levine 
 Bradley Manning 
 30. Linda Smith 
 Anne Stiely 

 July Actual July Budget 

Income $33,426.30  

Expenses $41,847.12 $41,942.75 

Ahead/(Behind) (-$8,420.82)  

Year-to-Date Actual 

$235,627.90 

$284,635.25 

(-$49,007.35) 

Comptroller Report for July 2009 

Capital Building Fund Loan Balance - $487,081.96 

Down $121,647.36 from July 2008 Financial Report 
One day’s interest on mortgage - $77.82 

 9:00 Sunday 

July 5 143 

July 12 193 

July 19 170 

July 26 156 



First Staff 
Senior Pastor 

Marilyn G. Hanson 
Pastor@FirstLutheranDeKalb.org 

 

Associate Pastor 
Roy Nelson 

RevRoy@FirstLutheranDeKalb.org 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Financial Secretary 

Lynn Schmidt 
Office@FirstLutheranDeKalb.org 

 

Comptroller 
Matt Morfoot 

Support@FirstLutheranDeKalb.org 
 

Director of Youth Ministries 
Liz Botts 

liz_botts@yahoo.com 
 

Cross Walk Sunday Coordinator 
Stephanie Corn 

Education@FirstLutheranDeKalb.org 
 

Music Ministry Coordinator 
Cross Walk Wednesday Coordinator 

Children’s Choir Director 
MaryJean Nelson 

Music@FirstLutheranDeKalb.org 
 

Organist 
Mark Mackeben 

Organist@FirstLutheranDeKalb.org 
 

Adult Choir Director 
John Feken 

 

Bell Choir Director 
Judy Neumann 

 

Nursery Attendant 
Cindy Hammil 

 

Custodian 
Bill Colvin 

 

Security 
Howard Jacobson 

Congregation Council 
 

President 
John Longeville 

 

Vice-President 
Bob Snow 

 

Secretary 
Cathy Foelske 

 

Treasurer 
Bill Sanders 

 

Barbara Henson 
Kayla Kittleson 

Trent Lange 
Paul Letheby 
Stan Lindahl 

Caroline Peregrine 
Karen Schramer 
Tarryn Thaden 

 

Ministry Team 
Chairpersons 

 

Endowment 
Arlyn Strike 

Evangelism 
Mary Colvin & Sue Grafe 

 

Finance 
Dorothy Thorsen 

 

Learning/Growth 
     

Personnel 
Jill Olson 

 

Property 
Keith Setchell & Jan Womack 

 

Social Ministry 
Jeanette Gommel 

 

Stewardship 
Gerry Sanderson 

 

Worship/Music/Fine Arts 
Jean Nelson, Music Coordinator 

 

Youth Ministry  
Caroline Peregrine 
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